I I N I AS Quick Revisien
SPIRING Module #35

INNOVATION

z

PIRI

The Gupta Empire (320-550 CE) is often regarded as the Golden Age of Indian Culture,
witnessing remarkable advancements in art, architecture, literature, science, and coinage.
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¢ Ajanta & Ellora Caves: Exquisite Buddhist murals
and Jataka tale depictions.

¢ Udayagiri Caves: Notable for rock-cut sculptures
of Hindu deities.

¢ Sarnath & Mathura: Flourishing schools of sculp-
ture, refining Buddhist and Hindu iconography.
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¢ Sudraka:  Mrichhakatikam  (depicting
urban life).

Temple Architecture
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¢ Bhasa: Svapanavasavadattam  (early
Sanskrit plays).

¢ Emergence of the
Nagara Style:
Characterized by
curvilinear shikho-
ras (spires).

¢ Gunadhya: Brihatkatha (legendary prose).
¢ Kamandaka: Nitisara (political treatise).

Scientific Texts
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¢ Aryabhata: Ary-
abhatiya (Mathe-
matics)- calculat-
ed the value of Pi,
theorized helio-
centrism.

¢ Brahmagupta: Brahmasphutasiddhanta,
major astronomical work.
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¢ Famous Temples:

e Dashavatara Temple (Deogarh): One of
the earliest Nagara-style temples.

¢ Bhitargaon Temple: A significant brick
temple showcasing refined Gupta
architectural style.
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¢ Varahamihira: Panchasiddhantika (astro-

¢ Advanced bronze and iron ) .
nomical treatise).

sculptures, such as the
famous bronze Buddha of
Sultangan,;.

¢ Charaka-Charaka Sambhitas: Pioneered
in Ayurvedic medicine.

Religious & Philosophical
: Texts

¢ Expansion of Dharma-
shastras, Narad Smriti,
Vishnu Smriti, Brihaspati
Smriti.

Literature and Intellectual
Achievements
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¢ Parts of the Ramayana & Mahabharata
were rewritten in classical Sanskrit.

Key Literary Works & Authors
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¢ Kalidasa (Classical

Sanskrit Poet & Dra- Nine Gems (Navaratnas) in

matist): the Gourt of Chandragupta Il

e Abhijnan-
ashokuntalam Chandragupta 1l (Vikra- [f
Meghaduta, ’ maditya) patronized nine ||
Raghuvansham, eminent scholars, known
Kumarasambha- as the Navaratnas (Nine
Vel Gems), who made signifi- ||

¢ Vishakhadatta: Mudrarakshasa (political | cant contributions S
dramai). to various fields of knowledge.
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Amarasimha Lexicography & Grammar

Author of Amarakosha, a key Sanskrit thesaurus.

Pioneer of Ayurveda; advanced medical science

Dhanvantari Medicine & Ayurveda and Eerbal treatmants.

Hariseha Poetry & Court Chronicle Composer of the Allahabad Pillar Inscription of
Samudragupta.
Renowned poet and playwright, works include

Kalidasa Sanskrit Literature & Drama Abhijnanashakuntalam, Meghadutam,
Raghuvamsam, Kumarasambhavam.

Kahapanaka Astrology & Numerology Expert.ln astrology, predicting royal events and
celestial phenomena.

shanku Architecture & Engineering Contributed to temple architecture and

urban planning.

Varahamihira Astronomy & Astrology

Author of Panchasiddhantika, integrating Indian,
Greek, and Roman astronomy.

Vararuchi Grammar & Linguistics

Contributed to Sanskrit grammar, associated
with Prakrit Paingala

Vetalabhatta Ritualistic Sciences & Magic

Expert in Tantra and rituals, influencing religious

Gupta rulers issued some of the finest gold,
silver, and copper coins, reflecting their
weadlth and artistic excellence.

Asvarnedha Caln
Samudragupla

Lyrist type Coin

Eurmaragupta - |
| bm ke Plangang s |

¢ Types of Coins:

e Gold Coins (Dinars): Featured images of
kings in dynamic poses (archer, horse-
man, lion-slayer types).

®Silver Coins: Mainly issued by later
rulers, depicting religious symbols.

® Copper Coins: Used for daily transac-
tions, featuring Garuda and other Hindu
motifs.

= practices.
Goinage of the Gupta Empire ' , notable Features:

® Highly refined inscriptions and detailed
engravings.

® Representations of deities like Lakshmi,
Vishnu, and Kartikeya.

e Commemorative coins highlighting mil-
itary victories and religious patronage.

L Decline of the Gupta Empire J

The Gupta Empire
began to weaken
towards the late 5th
and early 6th centu-
ries CE due to a com-

bination of external
invasions, internal
weaknesses, and

economic decline.
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Key Factors Behind the
Decline
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¢ The Hunas (Huns) from

Central Asia launched
repeated invasions.
Skandagupta initially

repelled them, but his suc-
cessors failed to contain
their expansion.

¢ The Hunas, skilled in cavalry warfare and

¢ Land grants to
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religious institu-
tions reduced

state revenue,
weakening the mllltary

Decline in trade due to setbacks in west-
ern India and disruption of Mediterranean
connections.

Silk weavers migrated from Gujarat to
Malwa (473 CE) due to reduced demand,
signaling economic distress.
Debasement of Gupta gold coins indicat-

ed financial instability.

4. Neglect of Military &
Foreign Pressures:
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jarat, and Malwa, fragmenting the

empire.

2. Political & Administrative
Weaknesses:
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¢ The Guptas shifted focus from military
conquests to religious and cultural pur-
suits.

¢ Internal dynastic conflicts further weak-
ened centralized power.

¢ Skandagupta’s excessive spending on
defense drained the empire’s resources.
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archery, overran Gandhara, Punjab, Gu- |
I
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¢ The Guptas allowed local chiefs to retain :
authority after conquest, weakening cen-
tral control. |
¢ Frequent succession disputes and weak |
rulers led to internal instability. |
¢ Rising feudatories (regional governors) !
declared independence, further eroding |
Gupta power. |

I Conclusion J

The Gupta Empire set the stage for India’'s classical cultural identity, excelling in art,
architecture, literature, science, and coinage. This period not only preserved and refined
earlier traditions but also laid the foundation for future developments in Indian and global
history.
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