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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 200 WORDS each. Content of the
answers is more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks.

12.5X20=250

1.  Criticism about the judiciary should be welcomed, so long as criticisms do
not hamper the “administration of justice”. In this context discuss whether
the power of contempt of court given to the higher judiciary limits the
freedom granted by Article 19(1)(a) and whether these two can be
reconciled.
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2. Special rights are not privileges but they are granted to make it possible for
minorities to preserve their identity, culture and traditions. Elaborate in the
context of India with examples.
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3. A clear delineation of functions of local governments vis-a-vis State
Governments will only strengthen the principle of subsidiarity. In this
context, discuss the challenges and the reforms required for effective
democratic decentralization in India.
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4. Despite being a welcome step, Inter-State Water Disputes (Amendment)
Bill, 2017 fails to resolve the issue of overlapping of jurisdiction between
the legislature and judiciary. Analyse.
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5.  Critically discuss the major reforms introduced in the area of electoral
funding in Union Budget 2017. Do you think that state funding of elections

is a viable idea to check misuse of money power in politics?
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6. The provision of 33% reservation of seats for women in urban local body
elections in Nagaland has been in news for various reasons in recent times.
Discuss the underlying issues in light of the constitutional provisions at

stake and the social realities of the state.
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7. Enumerate the guidelines for police reforms as laid down by the Supreme
Court in Prakash Singh case in 2006. In this regard, critically discuss the
issues in their implementation by the States.
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8.  While the Competition Commission of India and sector-specific regulators
are required to complement each other, overlapping jurisdiction has
resulted in regulatory parallelism amongst them. Comment.
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9. There is both spatial and economic inequality with regards to access to
healthcare services in India. Elaborate. How does the New Health Policy

attempts to address these issues?
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10. Census 2011 observed that there has been a significant increase in urban
homeless households in the period between 2001 and 2011. What are
homeless households? Highlighting the challenges faced by them, discuss
the causes for increase in such households. Suggest various measures to
rehabilitate these households.
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11. Recent judgment of the Supreme Court, amending the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 has invoked varied reponses.
Highlighting the amendment, critically examine its likely impact on

application of the law.
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12. Examine the steps taken by the government over the years to ensure a

secure and exploitation-free childhood for its citizens. Further analyse how
the recent ratification of the two key ILO conventions will help India’s fight
against child labour.
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13. According to the World Bank, while digital technologies have spread rapidly
in much of the world, resulting digital dividends have lagged behind.

Analyse in the context of India.
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14. "Our country suffers from an excess of old and unnecessary laws which
obstruct people and businesses". In light of the observation elucidate how
outdated and impractical laws bring inefficiency in governance. How far is
the repealing and cosolidation of statutes a solution to the problem at
hand?
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15. Due to increasing consumption and changing consumption patterns, water
scarcity is an emerging threat in India and thus it becomes imperative to

treat water as a commodity and privatize it. Critically evaluate.
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16. Given the mandate of the Organisation and its composition, too much
should not be read into India becoming a full time member of SCO.
Critically comment.
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17. India needs to utilize its technological capacity based diplomacy to
strengthen relationships with the neigbours. Discuss. Also examine the
significance of South Asia sateliite to enhance regional cooperation.
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18. Though both India and Bangladesh have been able to resolve various
pending bilateral issues, solution to the Teesta Water dispute remains
illusive. Discuss.
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19. Discuss the important provisions and significance of the recent proposal by
India for Trade Facilitation in Services (TFS) Agreement under WTO.
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20. BIMSTEC has the potential to become a distinctive link between South and
Southeast Asia. Elaborate. Also discuss the factors hindering the potential
of BIMSTEC over the years. Highlight the key initiatives in recent times and
further measures required to make the grouping more effective.
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