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All the questions are compulsory and carry 12.5 marks each.

1. Rights-based approach to social policy, which has rippled through India over
the past decade and a half, reorients governance from ideas of patronage
towards duty of the state and justified claims of citizens. Discuss with
examples. Also, explain how the rights-based approach helps in improving
public service delivery.
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2. Despite high enrolment in Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY), out-of-
pocket expenditure on health has steadily increased over the years. In this
context, highlight the achievements and shortcomings of RSBY. Also, discuss
the challenges faced in its implementation.
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3.  Unhealthy competition between Self Help Groups (SHGs) and Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) reduces the effectiveness of both. Discuss. How can

creating a synergy between the two help in addressing development
challenges at the sub-district level?
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4.  With an expected increase in old age population in the near future, there is
a need to increase the ambit and reach of social safety net for their welfare.
Discuss the challenges which policymakers face in design, development and
execution of welfare measures for the elderly. How far do the recent
measures taken by the government address these?
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5.  Civil Society Organizations and Corporates share a symbiotic relationship,
which can be leveraged to meet the developmental needs of India. Analyze.
Also enumerate the CSR provisions under Companies Act, 2013.
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6. According to a recent WHO report, India sees the largest number of suicides
globally. In this context, enumerate the objectives and approach of India's
new National Mental Health Policy. Also, explain what is Mental Health
Action Plan 365.
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7.  Urban sanitation has not received adequate attention at the national level

in the past and few initiatives have been taken to tackle deficiencies in
urban sanitation. In light of this, examine whether the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan can help in solving the urban sanitation problem.
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8. There is a need to move away from debates of 'public' versus 'private’
provision of education towards models of education provision with public
funding and private management. Discuss. Can such a move impact the
quality and learning outcomes in elementary education?
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The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) bill recently passed by
the Parliament is p towards protecting child rights in India.

Examine.
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10. “In a nation of one billion cell phones, M-governance or mobile governance
has the potential to make development a truly inclusive and comprehensive
mass movement”. lllustrate how M-government can bring in more
transparency and accountability in government functioning. Also, discuss
the challenges in implementing M-government.
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11. The Rights of the Persons with Disabilities Bill, 2014 fails to adopt United
Nation Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability (UNCRPD) in its
true spirit. Examine. Also, highlight the recent suggestions made by the
Standing Committee on Social Justice and Empowerment in this regard.
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12. An empowered Gram Sabha is the bedrock of successful local governance.

In this context, analyse the role of Gram Sabha as a pillar of development.
What steps can be taken to strengthen their functioning?
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13. The recent amendments to Child Labour Act seek to strike a balance
between the need for education of a child and the reality of the socio-
economic conditions. Critically evaluate.
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14. Give an account of the features of ‘Housing for All by 2022’ mission . Also,
discuss the challenge thatfeahead in its implementation.
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15. Enumerate the directives laid down by the Supreme Court for police reforms
in the Prakash Singh case. Discuss the challenges faced in implementing
these reforms.
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16. What is E-Kranti? How is it an improvement over National e- -Governance
Plan? Discuss the challenges foreseen in the implementation of E-kranti.
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17. Some provisions of Official Secrets Act, 1923 go against the spirit of Right to
Information. Explain. In this context, examine whether this necessitates
repealing of the Official Secrets Act.
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18. Despite increasing awareness of beneficiaries, social audits have not played
a significant role in reducing malpractices and detecting irregularities.
Discuss. How can social audits be made more effective?
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19. Nutrition status is linked to non-nutrition factors. In light of this statement,
examine why despite a fast growing economy and the largest anti-
malnutrition programme, India has the world’s worst level of child
malnutrition. What steps has the Government taken to to tackle the
malnutrition problem in India?
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20. Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) based on the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution of India are described as ‘State in miniature’. Elaborate. Also,
critically evaluate the functioning of ADCs over the years.
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