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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 200 WORDS each. Content of the
answers is more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks.
12,5X20=250

1.  While India has taken a number of steps in order to substantially improve
its ranking in the World Bank's 'Ease of Doing Business' Index, it needs to
take further action in this regard. Elaborate. Also analyse the utility of
these rankings vis-a-vis India's objective of facilitating a sound
entrepreneurial environment.
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need for adopting an income-centric approach in preference to a
production-centric one as the basis of agricultural policy. In this context,
also highlight the steps that should be taken to achieve the goal of
doubling the income of farmers by 2021-22 and the challenges that exist.
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3. Itis argued that India’s fiscal centre of gravity has rapidly shifted from the
Centre to the States. Analyse the statement in context of the debate on
fiscal discipline. Also, enumerate the key recommendations of the N.K.
Singh panel on Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act.
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4. Strategic sale of state-run firms is a prudent step to deal with the
challenges being faced by the public sector enterprises in India. Comment.
Also enumerate other measures that can be taken in light of NITI Aayog's
suggestions in this regard.
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5. Shell companies in India are neither legally defined nor properly
understood. Analyse in the light of recent developments, prevalent
understanding and steps required to effectively deal with shell companies.
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6.  If alarger population in India is to be involved in the economy in a big way,
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are key. Elaborate. Also discuss the
challenges faced by the SME sector in India and give an account of the
measures taken by the government to deal with these.
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7.  What are the reasons for the growing informalization of industrial labour in
India? Discuss the issues associated with the phenomenon and reforms
required to deal with them.
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8. A number of far-reaching developments have taken place in the local and
global energy space which have to be reflected in our own energy policy
framework. Discuss.
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9. The Indian IT-BPM (Information Technology-Business  Process
Management) industry is a global powerhouse today and its impact on
India and the world has been unprecedented. Comment. Also, mention the
challenges being faced by India’s IT-BPM sector.
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10. An effective multi-modal logistics and transport sector will make the Indian
economy more competitive. Analyse.
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11. Climate change threatens sustainable development, impairs socio-
economic development and reinforces cycles of poverty across the globe.
In this context, discuss the utility of climate risk insurance as an instrument
within a comprehensive climate risk management system.
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12. Why are women particularly vulnerable to the impact of natural disasters?
Also analyse, with adequate examples, how women can play a more
effective role in disaster risk management cycle.
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13. In view of the seriousness of heat waves and its consequences, greater
attention is required for dealing with it as a natural disaster. Analyse in the
context of recent developments and the actions taken by relevant
government bodies.
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14. While genome editing offers immense potential benefits in the area of
healthcare, there are a lot of apprehensions regarding its use. Discuss.
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15. Discuss various ways in which supercomputers have benefitted mankind
over the years. Also enumerate the objectives of the National
Supercomputing Mission and the mechanism for its implementation.
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16. Widely seen as a disruption for the traditional banking and financial
institutions, cryptocurrencies have gained significant traction lately, at the
same time creating a regulatory nightmare for regulators across the globe.
Discuss.
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17. Aninternationally-binding agreement to strengthen the Outer Space Treaty
of 1967 is both desirable and increasingly a necessity. Analyse in view of
the traditional and emerging challenges in this arena.
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18. Even after nearly 60 years in existence, AFSPA remains at the centre of
debates with respect to countering violent insurgencies, role of the states
and local communities. Discuss.
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19. Analyse the challenges and ‘opportunities inherent in the push for
indigenisation of defence production in India. Also, identify the measures
through which indigenous manufacturing of defence equipments is being
encouraged by the Government.
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20. India’s ability to puruse a clear-cut strategic vision depends on its ability to
improve institutional cooperation and coordination between the armed
forces and civilian bureaucracy. Discuss.
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