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SECTION-A
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:

1.(a) { The consequences of ethical actions are shaped by the intent behind them, but good
intentions may lead to unintended harm. Examine this staf€ment with suitable examples.

Is it correct to decide rightness or wrongness of an act by looking at the intention of the
person who carries it out? (Answer in 150 words) 10
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1. (b)

The persistence of dowry in Indian society reflects deeper issues of lack of sensitivity as
well as institutional apathy. Discuss ot ethical transformation is more important than

mere legal enforcement in such cases. (Answer in 150 words)

10
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2. (a)

Probity in governance is not just about laws, but about ethical leadership. Discuss this

statement in the context of ¢
(Answer in 150 words)

ials in high-stakes sityations.
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is the norm. Discuss. (Answer in 150
10
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2. (b) Ethical governance is not m . abo
fostering an environment where ethical con
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Given below are three quotations of great thinkers. What do each of these quotations
convey to you in the present context?

"You may never know what results come of your actions. But if you do nothing, there
will be no result." - Mahatma Gandhi (Answer in 150 words) 10
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of circumstance.”- James Allen (Answer in 150 words)

The Quote T¥p7tesnds the wnbumn

M T-:Man is the master weaver both of the inner garment of character and the outer garment
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“The virtuous man is he who chooses_the mean between excess and deficiency.” - I
Aristotle (Answer in 150 words) 10
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In an age ofihmer-dlg ital activity and constant onlme presencey discuss the need for
developing Digital Emotional Intelligence (DEI) among individuals, especially Eubhc
servants. (Answer in 150 words)
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In the context of climate change, how can value-based persuasion be more effective than

rule-based enforcement in chang,_i_r_lg public behaviour? (Answer in 150 words) 10
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5. (a) A company is only as ethicgl as the decisions it makes when it's under pressure. In light
of this statement, discuss the ethical dilemmas faced by organizations during economic

downtums. (Answer in 150 words)
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5.(b)

(Answer in 150 words)

bokingy

Discuss the ethical implications of war-induced displacement of refugees. How should i
countries balance national interest with their moral responsibility towards refugees?
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6. (a) What teachings of Vardhaman Mahavira are most relevant today and why? Discuss.
(Answer in 150 words) 10
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6. (b)

Dedication to public service forms one of the foundational values for a civil servant.
Discuss how it goes beyond professional duty. (Answer in 150 words) 10
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In the following questions, carefully study the cases presented and then answer the
questions that follow (in around 250 words):

Siddharth, a 13-year-old school student, has been arrested for the fatal stabbing of his
classmate Saumya after a series of bullying incidents at school and on social media.
Investigations reveal that Siddharth was the garget of a sustained cyberbullying campaigy T a sustained cyberbyllving campaigy,
including derogatory remarks and the circulation of his private images without consent.

Further inquiry reveals that Siddharth was under immense peer pressure and was handed I
a weapon by his classmates, who believed he would only use it to_scare Saumya."

Siddharth’s emotional distress had gone unnoticed by both his renty and _sehool
authorities. The community is now sharply divjded. &’Elle some blame the school’s

failure to intervene, others blame the rple of digital platforms, and poor parenting.
Siddharth’s parents express Eﬁt for not noticing signs of emotional kdown and
n. The

possible online radicaljzatio incident has triggered a wider debate™on the ethical
responsibilities of schools, parents, digital platforms, and the justice system when dealing I

with children and social media.
(a) Discuss the key ethical issues involved in this case.

(b) Analyze the role of peers in influencing adolescent decision-making.

(c) Discuss the evolving nature of responsibilities nts and schools in helping
adolescents deal with situations of emotional distress. (Answer in 250 words) 20
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You are the District Collector of Malinar, a coastal district in Kerala. The Government of
India has recently implemented a nationwide ban on bottom trawling under the Marine
Fisheries (Regulation & Management) Rules, 2024, citing serious ecological damage
caused by the practice.

However, in Malinar district, a majority of the traditional fishing community has relied
(solely on bottom trawling for decades. Most fishermen possess only trawling boats and
fack the trainjng or resources to trapsition to altemative practices. The situation has
intensified ahead of the upcoming United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

.oOE?MWMLKmhL The central government
wanis to showcase strict _enforcement and marine conservation achievements. You
receive alformal directive ﬁrom the State Secretariat to take strict legal action, including

seizure clf"goals and arresis, against fishermen found violating the ban.

Simultaneously, a confidential note warns you that\gny nepative media atientiog or

footage of illegal trawling from your district could “embarrass the state” and jeopardize
national image at the global forum.

Local tensions rise as environmental NGOs begin posting satellite-based evidence of
illegal trawling. Fishermen’s cooperatives are protesting, arguing that they. have no
alternative source of income, and any seizure of boats will push hundreds-into desfitution.
They threaten to block access to the district harbour and dump fish waste outside
government offices if strict enforcement continues.

(a) Who are the principal stakeholders in this case? Analyse their _perspectives and
conflicting interests.

(b) As the District Collector, what are the various options available to you to address the
situation? Evaluate the merits and demerits of each option.

(c) What course of action would you take and why? Justify your decision. (Answer in 250
words) 20
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You are a senior researcher at a prominent cosmetic company, responsible for overseeing
the testing phase of a new anti-aging product.

The company proposes using mice to assess the safety and efficacy of the product.
However, there is growing public concern over animal testing, particularly from animal
rights groups, which argue that using animals for cosmetic testing is both_grue) and
unnecessary. Further, regulatory bodies have established_strict procedures that cosmetic
companies must follow to ensure safety for consumers.

You, being a proponent of ethical practices, are conflicted between meeting the
company's market deadlines and adhering to your personal beliefs regarding animal
rights. Youarealso bound by the sfringent procedures established by regulatory bodies.

However, the company is facing year-on-year losses due to intense competition. An
internal marketing study reveals increasing demand for anti-aging products and test on

mice is the fastest methad to achieve reliable results.

Although the company has guidelines for humane treatment of animals, you feel uneasy
about the ethical implications of using animals, especially given the availability of
alternative testing methods like in-vitro testing and 3D human skin models.

(a) What are the key ethical dilemmas you face in using animals for cosmetic research?
e ——

(b) What are the options available to you in this scenario? Which option should you
choose and why?

(c) What measures can you propose to reduce the reliance on animal testing in the
company’s future research? (Answer in 250 words) 20
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10.

Mohit is the Deputy Commissioner of a prominent industrial district in India. The largest
industrial unit in this district is a steel making public sector undertaking which was
established three decades ago.

During the establishment of the PSU, large number of families were displaced and in
return they were promised jobs in this unit. Subsequently, a large group of displaced
youth was also trained under the PSU's apprenticeship programme.

While the PSU had assured them jobs after completing apprenticeship training, most
trained individuals remained unemployed, with many now over 45 years old and unable
to find jobs elsewhere. For nine years, the unemployed individuals have been demanding
permanent employment but to no avail.

Finally, they resorted to protests outside the establishment. The protesters blocked the
main gate, obstructing employee movement and disrupting operations. The Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF) resorted to a lathi charge to disperse the crowd, resulting
in the death of a 23-year-old protester. The protests escalated, with demonstrators
damaging a canal supplying water to the plant.

The steel plant is a thermo-sensitive facility with highly sensitive gas pipelines, and any
leak could pose a serious threat to public safety. Further, with the blockade continuing for

ver 18 hours, nearly 5,000 employees remain trapped inside without access to food and
water, sign icantly impacting plant operations.
Mohit needs to placate the protestors as they are threatening to go on a prolonged protest.

At the same time, the plant should bg kept operational to prevent any critjcal industrial
and public safety risk.

(a) What are the ethical dilemmas that Mohit faces?

(b) Discuss all the options available to Mohit as the Deputy Commissioner.

(c) What course of action should Mohit take given the critical nature of the situation?
{Answer in 250 words) 20
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11.

You have recently been appomtcd as the Chief Secretary of a state. Soon after, you
receive muitiple lighting instances of unprofessional conduct by several civil .
servants, including officers of the All India Services. These include publicly displaying
political allegignce at government functions, engaging in cultWte gestures
such as touching political leaders’ feet, and posting controversial or sensitive opinions on
social media platforms that could be interpreted as partisan and breach of civil service
norms. -

These actions have triggered criticism from the pubhc and media, raising concerns about
the erosion of the neutral:‘ty) integrity, and discipline expected of public servants. You
believe that tb%e_jc‘u_og& if left unchecked, could damage the credibility of the

administration and the trust reposed in it by the people.

You now face the challenge of taking corrective measures to ensure that such incidents
are not repeated, while also maintaining morale within the services and avoiding overly
harsh or demotivating actions.

{a) What are the ethical concerns in this case?
(b) As the Chief Secretary, what steps should you take to address the situation?

(c) How can a balance be maintained between respecting personal freedom and upholding
professional standards of civil servants? (Answer in 250 words) 20
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12.

You are the newly appointed Superintendent of Police (SP) of Puri district, Odisha,
brought in after a tragic stampede during the recent Rath Yatra festival that claimed three
lives and injured over fifty devotees. An official inquiry cited serious [apses in crowd
control, paor coordingtion among police units, and the controversial prioritization of VIP
access over the safety of ordinary devotees as contributing factors.

With three more major rituals of the Rath Yatra scheduled over the next week, and a
turnout expected to cross 10 lakh devotees, you are tasked with ensuring fpolproof
security and achieving zero casualties. As you prepare the revised plan for crowd
management, you are faced with a new challenge: a senior cabinet minister’s office sends
a firm message requesting unrestricted i rofile guests, citing
their contributions to temple development. The minister emphasizes that these guests
must be given safe, fast-track access to the rituals—partioularly during peak for
"securi t ns."” You are discreetly informed that failure to comply may
reflect poorly on your "team spirit" and "coordination.”

However, in coordination meetings, your technical team strongly recommends a complete

ban _on_VIP movement as well as restrcted public access during peak hours. Your
technical team reiterates that strict movement gongrols and complete exclusion of VIP

corridors during peak hours are essential to prevent another tragedy. Even a group of

local_journalists and civil society activists approach yow'to acknowledge institutional
lapses earlier and ban_all elite_access in solidarity with the victims’ families, failing

which, they threaten to make public compelling evidence that police personnel ignored
crowd warnings during the stampede.

Moreover, there is also discomfort among religious leaders of the area regarding heavy
restrictions, fearing it may distuch centuries-old ritual sanctity. You must now take a final

decision that could either uphold the pringi ity and public safety or preserve

traditional hierarchies and personal rapport with the political leadership.
(a) What are the ethical dilemmas that you face?
(b) What are the options available 1o you to cope with this situation?

(c) Which of the options, do you think, would be the most appropriate for you to adopt
and why?

(d) What systemic reforms would you suggest for the long-term resolution of such
challenges in managing large religious gatherings, particularly concemning VIP access as
well as public safety? (Answer in 250 words) 20
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