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1. Explain the meaning of off-budget borrowings and its role in helping the
government raise funds for various expenditures. Also, comment on its
desirability. (150 words) 10
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2. It is argued that genetically modified food crops are required to ensure
food security of India. Examine in view of concerns regarding introduction
of GM crops. (150 words) 10
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3. India's price intervention policies to support its agricultural sector not only
create a broken system but also complicate matters related to
international trade rules. Critically discuss. (150 words) 10
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4. India has an opportunity to become a leading global food supplier provided
it has an efficient supply chain and the right marketing strategies.
Elucidate. (150 words) 10
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5. Land banks are increasingly gaining prominence in India to encourage land-
use efficiency and enable economic growth. In this context, discuss the
benefits of a land bank and state the concerns associated with it.

(150 words) 10
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6. Desertification has been described as one of the greatest environmental
challenges of our time and climate change is making it worse. Discuss.
(150 words) 10
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7. In the context of intellectual property rights, discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of releasing projects under an 'Open Source' license.
(150 words) 10
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8. ‘"Indian space sector has been dominated by a single umbrella of

government and government institutions." In light of the statement,
discuss the significance of Indian Space Association in providing an impetus
to space technology in India. (150 words) 10
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9. Man and machine both have an important role in national security and
making urban areas secure. In this context, discuss how technology is a
major stakeholder in addressing the internal security challenges of India.

(150 words) 10
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10. National Security Guard (NSG) has emerged as a formidable force equipped
to handle various manifestations of terrorism. Discuss the mandate and
achievements of this force. (150 words) 10
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11. What do you understand by asset monetisation? Why is it needed in India?
In this context, discuss the issues that need to be addressed for the
National Monetisation Pipeline to succeed. (250 words) 15
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12. What is social stock exchange (SSE)? Discuss the need for setting up of SSEs
and key challenges in their effective implementation. (250 words) 15
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13. In the context of India, highlight the importance of agriculture extension.
What are the challenges faced in provisioning of agriculture extension
services? How does the National Mission on Agricultural Extension &
Technology (NMAET) address these issues? (250 words) 15
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14. Clearly delineate the 'employment problem' that India currently faces.
Also, explain the fundamental reasons behind existence of this problem.
(250 words) 15
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15. Although steps have been taken for integrating the dispersed logistics
activities of maritime trade, much more needs to be done to make India a
maritime powerhouse. Discuss. (250 words) 15
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16. Accounting for natural capital and ecosystem services is crucial to
understand the link between the economy and environment. Discuss with
specific references to India's initiatives in this regard. (250 words) 15
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17. Rapid and unplanned urbanisation accompanied by population growth
have increased both the risk and impact of natural disasters. Discuss the
statement along with adequate measures to address the relevant concerns
in India. (250 words) 15
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18. National Hydrogen Mission can be a game changer for India’s rising energy
demands. Comment. (250 words) 15
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19. Despite geo-strategic instability of its region and a keen awareness of the
cyber threat it faces, India has made only 'modest progress' in developing
its policy and doctrine for cyberspace security. Critically examine.

(250 words) 15
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‘ 20. Developmental interventions alone cannot play a defining role in the
| resolution of existing and protracted internal conflicts in various parts of
| India within a reasonable time frame. Discuss. (250 words) 15
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