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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 150 WORDS each. Contents of the
.- answer are more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks.
10X25=250
1. Mughal chronicles present the empire as comprising many different ethnic
and religious communities; the emperor stood at the centre of it and
ensured that justice and peace prevailed. Elaborate in the context of sulh-i
kul as described by Abu’l Fazl.
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2, Nalanda school of sculpture was the culmination of a synthesis between the
local tradition and surrounding areas. Elaborate. Also enumerate the
features that make the Nalanda art distinct.
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4,  The striking thing about modern India is that the men and women who
made its history also wrote more authoritatively about it. In this context,

highlight the literary contributions of B.R. Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru and
M. K. Gandhi.
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5. Railways, which served as an important tool of industrial revolution in many
western countries, acted in India as a catalyst of colonization. Discuss.
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6.  Highlight the salient features of British policy towards Princely states during
the 20th century. How did the policy of Indian National Congress evolve
towards democratic movements in the Princely States?
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7. One of the paradoxical changes in the caste system in post-independence

India is that it has become almost invisible for the urban middle and upper
classes amongst the upper castes. Critically examine.
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8.  Though Pakistan believed that it could succeed against India in a short local
war because of India’s internal and external situation, India registered both
real and symbolic gains. Discuss in context of the 1965 India-Pakistan war.
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9. The post-independence era witnessed emergence of ‘New Social
Movements’ as a corrective measure to maladies arising from the neglect of

political establishment. Discuss emergence of these movements in India.
Also, examine their limitations.
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10. The Guomindang despite its attempts to unite China failed. What is meant
by “San min chui” in the context of Sun Yat-sen's programme for
modernising China? Elaborate the factors that led to the failure of
Guomindang.
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11. The Spanish Civil War, often described as a prelude to WWII, represented a
battle arena for all the political ideologies of the time. Elucidate.
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12. The seven-year war was fought from 1754 to 1763. What were its
consequences for British and French colonies across the world? What were

its repercussions in India?
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13. Although Napoleon destroyed democracy in Europe, he laid the foundations
of modern Europe. Comment.
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14,

The origin of the Israel-Palestine conflict is a corollary of the British

imperialism, Discuss.
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15. The Global Age Watch Index 2015 ranks India 71 out of 96 countries when it
comes to social and economic well being of elderly. What are the reasons
behind the poor condition of the elderly in the Indian society? Discuss,
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16, What is meant by commodification? In what ways has water undergone the
process of commodification in India?
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17. What are the reasons for highly concentrated nature of semiconductor chip

manufacturing industry? Should India aim for establishment of such an
industry?
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18. (a) What is Acid mine drainage? How does it affect biodiversity?
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18. (b) What do you understand by permafrost? How does thermal erosion
affect permafrost?
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19. Despite having one of the largest reserves of iron ore in the world, India’s

°

[

e

v

share In the world steel production is negligible. Discuss the challenges
faced by the Indian steel industry. What measures has the governmenl
taken to revive growth in this sector?
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20. Desertification is caused by a combination of social, political, economic, and
natu ral factors, which vary from region to region. Examine in the context of
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21. “Soil is a Ilwng system which responds to both degrad:ng factors and
conservation efforts.” In this context, discuss the factors responsible for soil
degradation in India. What measures can be taken to arrest soil degradation

and restore soil fertility?
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22. What, are the different types of droughts identified by the India
Meteorological Department? Identify the drought prone areas in India.
Discuss its consequences and suggest some measures to mitigate its effects.
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23. Giving examples, enumerate the non-natural causes of the phenomenon of

earthquake. Also, list some measures to make buildings and cities resilient
to earthquakes.
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24. Explain the geographical factors affecting the location of the coffee
plantation industry. What are the reasons behind the tropical and sub-
tropical regions having a lion's share in the world beverages market?
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25. Shrinking ice caps forced National Geographic to make the biggest change in
its atlas since the Soviet Union broke apart. Discuss the environmental and
economic consequences that the loss of arctic ice shelf will have.
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