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General Instructions

This Question-Cum-Answer (QCA) Booklet contains 88+8 pages. Question Paper in detachable form is
available at the end of the QCA Booklet which can be taken away by the candidate after examination.
For rough work, blank page has been provided at the end of this Booklet.

On receipt of the Booklet, please check that this QCA Booklet does not have any shortcomings, torn or
missing pages etc. If, so, get it replaced with a fresh QCA Booklet.
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Important Instructions

Candidates should read the undermen-
tioned instructions carefully. Violation
of any of the following instructions may
entail penalty in the form of deduction of
marks, cancellation of candidature,
debarment from further Examination of
the Commission etc.

(F) FOAT SO . UF w7 EFEr FEa 9-
Ag-3uT qfeasr (FHNT) § IEfEa &
foro fRetfia s o= & o)

(@)za qfeasr § w1 F AT FOAT ATH,
GS{THeOT |., HETES ., 94T Ag4aT TI-aa-
IuT qfeaar (FATT) Fer 7 e G
AT T FT GATHT 21

(a) Write your Registration Number and other
details only in the space provided in the
Question-Cum-Answer (QCA) Booklet for
candidates.

(b) Do not disclose your identity in any
manner such as, by writing your Name,
Registration number, Mobile number,
Address, Question-Cum-Answer (QCA)
Booklet No. etc. elsewhere in the Booklet

2 | goAt wg-EE-IET UeaEr H oFEl ff wAl &
Freafa® 3o & Afafeh F9 7 ford 9 6 #2
FRAAT/ETET, ANE AT ATAESAF ATHATH ZATE
3 7 Y g Tt /MR g SEwr s R
TqE T 2

Do not write in the QCA Booklet anything
other than the actual answer such as couplet,
obscene, abusive expression etc., nor put any
sign/mark having no relevance to the answer.

THeF FT TAL/ATTT ®T F Frg ol w1/
ey WA ATy 7 o)

Do not make any direct/indirect appeal/threat
to the examiner.

4 | 39 Fq¢ 94T W4T foramge # 7 o E) 39 R
¥ INC T G A1 o AT ST THAT 2

Do not write answers in bad/illegible
handwriting. Such answers may not be
evaluated.

I =Tt & & foreh I forae  forg gt &
ITART 7 FE, gt aeE, FE Tk ame F
forw Sferer &7 ITAET AT S AT 2

Write answers in ink only. Do not use pencil
for writing the answers. However, pencil may
be used for drawing diagrams, sketches, etc.

6 | wder v A Teor@ THU AU ATEAT F AATAT FT
et wregw # S92 T e sifirga 7 satega
¥ T STeft strar 1 o SUARr A w7

Do not write answers in medium other than the
authorized medium in the Admission
Certificate. Do not use mixed language either
i.e. authorize and unauthorized media together
for writing answers.

7 | wett 3 39 A o9 A= 2o v Fuita w2
77 # ford Ruifa = F aemar & o=
o 9T o T SS9 FT qEATEA dal AT
ST

Write answer at the specific space (right below
the question) only. Answers written elsewhere
at unspecified places in the booklet shall not be
evaluated.

8 | afx sy sraw Y 392 1 g AT ATRA © Al
I YT F Fe & 97 99 W i o q, aeen
FEHT FeATHA AT AT FFAT 2

If you wish to cancel any work, draw your pen
through it and write “Cancelled” across it,
otherwise it may be valued.
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QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions.

There are EIGHT questions and printed in HINDI & ENGLISH.

Question Nos. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE are to be attempted choosing at
least ONE question from each Section.

The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.

Answers must be written in the medium authorized in the Admission Certificate which must be stated
clearly on the cover of this Question-cum-Answer (QCA) Booklet in the space provided. No marks will
be given for answers written in a medium other than the authorized one.

Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.

Ilustrate your answers with suitable sketches/maps and diagrams, wherever considered necessary. These
shall be drawn in the space provided for answering the question itself.

Attempts of questions shall be counted in sequential order. Unless struck off, attempt of a question shall
be counted even if attempted partly. Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-
Answer Booklet must be clearly struck off.

www.visionias.in 4




EVALUATION INDICATORS

Contextual Competence
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Conclusion Competence

DN hNN -

Overall Macro Comments / feedback / suggestions on Answer Booklet:

All the Best

WWW.vVisionias.in




a2 v gmtE ww sthe fefefEe ot f weEw fifvo v aoi wr-ag-swe
qfeasr # IHH § W4T I ATAT 30 a1 i dfery ot ferfare arfEe 97 At gl =
F oo ea-frator g5 wargae = Ro oo &

Identify the following places marked on the map and write a short note of about 30 words on
each of them. Locational hints for each of the places marked on the map are given below
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Early Domestication of Animals
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Ancient Stone Circle Grave
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Strategic Silk Road Hub
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Site with Cord Impressed Pottery ~—~———— !
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Post Mauryan Urban Center
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Ancient Rock Paintings
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Buddhist site mentioned by Chinese Travellers
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Prehistoric Habitation Site
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Site of Brahmi Land Grant Inscription
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2. (a)
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The archaeological evidence of Harappan water management systems reflect an integrated

planning approach, while allowing for regional variations across sites. Examine the statement. 20
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2. (b)

aifefers &t f g § aftee s ST sfem &1 afEw Faedr @iHair &
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In what ways do inscriptions offer a more reliable reconstruction of ancient Indian history
compared to literary sources? Discuss. 15
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2. (¢)
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Assess how the socio-economic changes during the second urbanisation contributed to the rise of
renunciatory religious traditions in ancient India. 15
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3. (a)
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qraTSaTEr FdHTET FT B v A G

Trace the development of trade and commerce under the Mauryas. How did internal and external
trade shape the imperial economy? 20
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3. (b)
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Examine the changes in Vedic religious ideals as we transition from Rigvedic hymns to
Upanishadic philosophy in Vedic literature. 15
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3. (c) | T TAT ST ATAF TIAT SAHT TATA F AT AAT TAHSA H JF AT FAA T TATHHF THH

F1 e R s R
In what ways did practices such as sati and hero worship shape the symbolic understanding of
death and duty in ancient Indian society? 15
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4. (b)

weiFa Ff & gat F aftT ardt iy s aErareir R B s T fEle
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Assess how royal titulature and numismatic imagery under the Guptas reflected the gvolving
ideology of kingship. 15
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4. (¢)
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Buddhism was as much a social and ethical movement as a spiritual one. Discuss.
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Aaforfa wit § & wele #1 35 swr 150 9131 § A o
Answer the following questions in about 150 words each: 10x5=50 | qaq

a) | =™ ¥F & F w7 § gaaa-39-q9E F 72 1 G fim) Candidaies
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Assess the significance of Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh as a source of history. LU B
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5. (b)

SUYTH IETZLUN F ATT TIAF! F TATeq daeft T2 1 qeaiT Fimm)

Evaluate the architectural contributions of the Tughlags with suitable examples.
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Rajput military setbacks in the face of Turkish
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5. (d)
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How did the iqta system function as a mechanism of land revenue collection under the Delhi
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5. ()
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Evaluate the role of forts in Shivaji’s military and administrative strategy.
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6. (a)

STt 4T qrfHE SUTEAT F F7 2 F e, e vw e amwtiE ok aighs e v iy

=7 § o 1 F7 42

Apart from being centres of religious worship, how did Chola temples function as hubs of social
and cultural life? Discuss. 20
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How far is Barani’s criticism of Alauddin Khalji shaped by his personal values and the context of | Gieates
a later period. 1§ [y
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6. (¢)
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Critically examine the view that Sufi saints were as much agents of Islamisation as they were g
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7. (a)
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To what extent did the Mughal school of painting represent a synthesis of multiple traditions? 20
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7. (b)

TS F fAfrerda adw 7 o9 ¥ adq 6 a3atys ST (Impersonal Absolutism) T
3 s AT 4

How did Ramanuja’s Vishishtadvaita philosophy challenge the impersonal absolutism of
Shankara’s Advaita? 15
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7. (¢)
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Ocean trade.

WWwWWw.visionias.in

%m%wwwmﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmﬁ@mww

Comment on the role of regional maritime powers in checking Portuguese monopoly over Indian

15
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8. (a)

wteror oy 6 e sreferaeat £t ST S FTEt ¥ 164 st 174F st ¥ Fw
T AT ATI FLAT 9T 7@ H 36 T2 7899 7474

Examine how the structure and functioning of the Mughal economy enabled it to maintain a
favourable balance of trade during the 16th and 17th centuries. 20
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8. (b) | ==t Fiforw & 154F six 164F oravsdt ¥ o Rva gwa B v #0341, ey e | T

 wim §

. . . & T
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Discuss how the Vijayanagara court served as a cultural hub for poets, scholars, and artists during | s set
the 15th and 16th centuries. B i
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8. (c) | s wemmTeh s ¥ wpE AsiAE UF awey Frart 9 2 sftad # st i iy
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Assess the major scientific and technological contributions of early medieval India and their | mus o
relevance in daily life. 15 | = -
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