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1. Shrenis were very sound and stable institutions, and enjoyed considerable
moral and social prestige not only among their own members, but in

souety at large. In light of the statement, explain the significant aspects of
Shrenis or Guilds in ancient India. (150 words) 10
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2. The Marathas failed to fill the political vacuum created by the decline of
the Mughal Empire because of a number of reasons. Discuss. (150 words) 10
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The East India Company as a political power had long been dead, what the
Act of 1858 did was to give its corpse a decent burial. Analyze.(150 words) 10
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5. Discuss how the culture of consumption has played a crucial role in the
process of globalisation especially in shaping the growth of cities in India,
(150 words) 10
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6. Although it was outlawed 25 years ago, manual scavenging continues to be
prevalent in India. Analysing the reasons behind this problem, discuss what
can be done to address it. (150 words) 10
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7. Explain the concept of soil liquefaction. Illustrate how it manifests during
seismic events. What preventive steps can be taken to minimise its impact?

(150 words) 10
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8.  Identify the factors that determine density of ocean waters. Discuss the
latitudinal distribution of density and explain the seasonal changes that
occur, if any. Also, illustrate its relationship with ocean currents.

(150 words) 10
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8. Explain how the scientific understanding of the ‘earth's interior has
improved with analysis of seismic waves. (150 words) 10
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10. Highlight the key factors that need to be considered in deciding the
location of nuclear power plants. Also, explain the difficulties India faces in
utilizing the large reserves of thorium as part of its civil nuclear

programme. (150 words) 10
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11. Both the Pallavas and the Cholas played a significant role in the
development of structural temples in South India. Explain with examples.

o (250 words) 15
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12. The views of Gandhi, Nehru and Bose broadly represented the major
strands of debate on the question of India's support to British efforts in
World War-Il. Elucidate. (250 words) 15
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14. Explain the issues that shaped the Assam Movement. In this context, also
comment on the significance of the Assam Accord of 1985. (250 words) 15
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17.  Secularism in India is based on the idea of equal respect for all religions

rather than strict separation of state and religion. Critically discuss.
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