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  The emergence of Bodhisattva is central to Mahayana sect 
of Buddhism, which emerged during the fourth council of 
Buddhism held in 1st  century A.D at Kashmir during the 
reign of Kanishka. 

Bodhisattvas were perceived as deeply compassionate 
beings who accumulated merit through their efforts but 
used this not to attain Nibbana and thereby abandon the 
world but to help others. 

The worship of images of the Buddha and Bodhisattvas 
became an important part of this tradition.



UPSC 2018 - Fundamental; Medium
 Different Bodhisattvas





UPSC 2019 - Static & Fundamental; Easy
 Buddhist Paintings





UPSC 2020 - Fundamental & Static; Difficult

Buddhist Terminology











UPSC 2020 - Fundamental & Static; Difficult

Buddhist Terminology





UPSC 2022 - Fundamental; Easy
Buddhist Texts







UPSC 2018 - Newspaper/Current Affairs







UPSC 2023 - Fundamental; Easy



UPSC 2022 - Fundamental & Static;





Architecture - Famous 
temples, monuments, etc  
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Part -I





 Stupa, evolved from simple prehistorical heap or tumulus 
under which ashes of the dead were buried. (Sanskrit word 
for heap). 

It is a mound-like (hemispherical) burial structure. 
The concept of stupa does not have Buddhist origin. 
The word Stupa is mentioned in the Rigveda, 
Atharvaveda, Vajasaneyi Samhita, Taittriya Samhita, etc. 
 There are three types of stupas, namely Saririka, 
Paribhogika and Uddesika. 

Saririka stupas contain corporeal relics of the Buddha or 
eminent Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunis. 

Paribhogika (personal belongings) stupas retain the objects 
used by them  

Uddesika stupas are votive stupas that the devout install as 
an act of piety or in fulfilment of a vow or to commemorate 
some event. 



 Purpose/Representation of Stupa: 
Stupa stood for axis mundi centre of the universe.

Symbolized the parinibbanna of Buddha

Repository of relics of Buddha and other monks

Place of veneration or worship and pilgrimage
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 The Chausath Yogini temple is in Morena district 40 kilometres from 
Gwalior. According to an inscription dated to 1323 CE (Vikram 
Samvat 1383), the temple was built by the Kachchhapaghata 
king Devapala (1055 – 1075). Hence statement 1 is correct. The 
cells and the main shrine are flat topped, but it is believed that 
initially each had a shikhara on top. 

While the 64 Yoginis originally placed in the 64 subsidiary shrines 
The central shrine also holds a Shivalinga. 


The uniqueness of this Yogini temple is its circular shape that is 
popularly believed to have inspired the design of the Indian 
Parliament. 

The circular shape is likely to have represented a SriYantra in which 
the Yoginis reside, with the Supreme Yogini or Maha Sakti residing in 
the centre (represented by the circular central main shrine). It is not 
the only circular temple built in India. Hence statements 2 and 3 
are not correct and statement 4 is correct. 
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NAVRATNAS OF GUPTA COURT



 Panini belonged to the 5-6th Century BCE Period- he wrote Ashtdhyayi, 
where as Pushyamitra Sunga belonged to the Post Mauryan Period- 2nd 
Century BCE- he came to power after killing last Mauryan King- 
Brihadratha.

Harsha reign -  606–647 CE
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Vishakhadatta’s Mudrarakshasa (7th/8th century) 
revolves around the manoeuvres of Chanakya to win 
over Rakshasa, a minister of the Nandas, to 
Chandragupta’s side. His Devichandragupta centres 
on an incident set in the reign of the Gupta king 
Ramagupta. So, pair 1 is not correctly matched.  

A Jaina monk, Nayachandra Sūri,  wrote Hammīra-
mahākāvya, which is among the latest important works 
of Sanskrit literature. This beautiful but little known 
poem deals with the life of Hammīra, the last of the 
dynasty of the Chahamanas, who was defeated and 
killed by the Delhi sultan Alauddīn Khaljī in 1301, 
after a long siege of his capital Ranasthambhapura (in 
the vernacular, Ranthambhor). So, pair 2 is correctly 
matched.  



 Milindapanha (1st century BCE–1st century CE), 
which consists of a dialogue on various philosophical 
issues between king Milinda—no doubt the Indo-Greek 
Menander—and the monk Nagasena. So, pair 3 is not 
correctly matched.  

Somadeva followed up the concepts of the 
Arthashastra tradition comprising mandala, 
sadgunyam, and four upayas in his Nitivakyamrita 
(the nectar of the Niti—lessons). The author has also 
attached importance to the acquisition of land, 
which, according to him, is better than that of 
money, which is better than acquiring the land. He 
has also referred to the importance of the king’s 
three powers (shaktis) after Kautilya, such as the 
intellectual, the material, and the volitional.  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Music & Paintings
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NCERT Satish Chandra (Old)



Cultural Places/Sites 
& Traditions/ GI Tags

Total 7 Questions
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Miscellaneous Questions - 
Current Affairs/Newspaper
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Ancient History Questions





INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION - 3 Questions
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•  DESALPUR archaeological site or 'Gunthli' is a 
portion of the Indus Valley Civilization which is 
situated at Nakhtrana Taluka, Kutch District in 
Gujarat. 

•  A massive fort was found.

•  Many houses were constructed just against 

the inner face of the fortification wall. In the 
centre was found a structural complex having 
massive walls and the rooms with offsets. 

https://www.indianetzone.com/1/indus_valley_civilization.htm
https://www.indianetzone.com/5/kutch.htm
https://www.indianetzone.com/2/gujarat.htm
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MAURYAS  
3 Questions
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Yerragudi aka Jonnagiri
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•  Slavery was a recognized institution and the 
legal relationship between master and slave 
was clearly defined e.g. if a female slave bore 
her master a son, not only was she legally 
free but the child was entitled to legal status 
of the master's son.



GUPTA EMPIRE 
2 Questions
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Significant Ancient 
Historical Places/

Total 4 Questions
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QUESTIONS ON TERMINOLOGIES - 1 Question



UPSC 2020 - STATIC & FUNDAMENTAL





MEDIEVAL INDIA 
Total 18 Questions



Important Themes 

Significant Dynasties - Delhi 
Sultanate, Mughals, Vĳayanagar 
etc. 

Bhakti Sufi Traditions 

Terminology based questions 



13 Questions

 Early Medieval dynasties/
Significant Dynasties
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DELHI SULTANATE/
MUGHALS
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•  The Sultan was the fountain pen of judiciary system in 
Mughal period. He was all in all in the state .He was 
responsible for any kind of error in the state. 


• The second agency of judiciary was the Qazi. Qazi had a 
bigger role in the judiciary system in the state and he held 
the court and gave justice. Whereas Jagirdars were those 
mansabdars who were given salary in lieu of military 
service in terms of jagirs(land). Hence statement 1 is 
not correct. 


• The judicial and police functions were performed locally 
by zamindars. 



•  An important feature of the jagir system was shifting 
of jagir-holders from one jagir to another for 
administrative reasons. This system of transfers 
checked the jagirdars from developing local roots. 
Thus jagirs were transferable and could be seized 
too. Zamindars on the other hand were hereditary. 
The zamindars were present in practically every part of 
the Mughal Empire and held the most significant 
position in the agrarian structure of Mughal India. 
Hence statement 2 is not correct.
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•  Statement 1 is correct: The Khwarezm ruler Jalaluddhin who was 
being pursued by Chengiz khan fled to Delhi Sultanate . Iltutmish, 
who was ruling Delhi then, refused the request of Jalaluddhin for 
asylum.


• Statement 2 is not correct: Muhammad Tughluq time period is 
1324 -1351(He died in 1351(Source: https://ncert.nic.in/ncerts/l/
gess103.pdf) and Timur had started his career of conquest in 1370. 
He crossed Indus during the reign of Firuz Shah Tughluq (1351 
-1388).


• Statement 3 is not correct: Devaraya II died in 1446 and 
Vascodagama arrived in 1498.
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Akbar - 1556 to 1605 
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TERMINOLOGIES RELATED 
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